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President’s Message
from Alan Tolle

As I sit down to write, I have just finished running
the numbers for our GMC motorhome for the year
2005. Diana and I drove it 14,264 miles last year
on trips which included nine GMC Rallies (Interna-
tional, Western States, Pacific Cruisers, and
Cascaders.) Of course, not all of those miles went
toward rallies --the GMC was also our beach
house at Ventura, our fishing cabin in the Sierras,
our hunting camps at Blythe and Maricopa, and
our motel when we visit the kids. During all those
miles this year the only thing which gave up on the
road was an alternator belt. Interesting that I first
chased the potential problem of low charging
voltage to the alternator, then the isolator, then
finally the belt. Moral to story -- look for the easy
things first.

In those fourteen thousand miles of travel we slept
in the GMC no less than 85 nights -- that is nearly
three months! Good thing we had earlier put the
effort into making the unit as livable as possible
with refinished interior, new appliances, etc.
Except for the Rallies, all was dry camping,
including some nights in rest stops and Wal-Mart
parking lots. For a few of those nights we were
even parked at home. When the kids and grand

kids descend on us at Christmas, Easter, and
summer vacation we give them the house and
retire to the comfort (and quiet) of the GMC.

I do calculate mileage on an annual basis and can
report that last year we averaged 9.9 mpg. Our
driving was a real mix - sometimes towing the
Sidekick, sometimes not. Lots of mountainous
terrain, plenty of bad roads, and quite a variety of
gasoline in the eleven western states. Our Royale
is the 78 model with the 403 engine and a 3.55
final drive, so over the long haul I guess 10 mpg is
a good number to use.

We never calculate how much it cost us to travel.
We figure we are just spending some of our kids
inheritance and there will be plenty left for them
anyway. I do keep track of expenses, and this year
the big one was refinishing the exterior of the
coach. It cost all of $1,300.00 including labor and
materials. Diana and I spent 11 days of prepara-
tion in disassembly, repair, sanding, and masking.
Then a professional in an environmentally con-
trolled booth laid on the white base coat, after
which we brought it home and finished it up. Lots
of work but well worth it. Other expenses this year
were for new front wheel bearings and brake pads,
new air bags, rebuilding the air suspension system
from the pump out, installing a macerator system,
and last but not least installing a new china com-
mode.

One more interesting point, and one which I have
heard from many other GMC owners. In the three
years which we have now owned the coach we
have invested just about the same amount in
renovation as the unit cost us to purchase. How-
ever, the unit is as "new" as we can get it, and to
replace it with a 2006 model of the same size from
the local RV dealer would require four times the
investment and be half the quality. Which is why,
when all is said and done, GMC owners are great
believers in so called "cult cars." One has to go
back 30 years to get quality! On the other hand
most RV owners in the camp grounds who don't


