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THE VERY BEST

By Steve Ferguson,
Technical Vice President

In the 13 years we have owned our GMC Motorhome, I have seen
a lot of products offered by vendors. Most have been cosmetic,
some have been mechanical. Typical examples are the variety of
fiberglass replacement parts, add-ons, remanufactured engines,
distributors, carburetors, sway bars, trailer hitches etc. Most of
these have been necessary to keep our coaches looking good and
have helped keep the “old stuft” working like it did when new.

In the past few years, vendors have started looking harder at
the future and have worked towards actually improving on the
GMC to make it better than it came from the factory. Just look
at the offerings for rear suspension improvements; the two bag
replacement, the 4-bag system, and lately, the Quadrabag system.
Most of us are familiar with these products and probably have a
plan for future purchase.

The one GMC system that has seen little improvement over
the original system is the brakes. Different pads, shoes, master
cylinders, boosters etc., all have made incremental improvements
over the stock system, but none have given us a system that stops
the GMC as well as a new car or truck. Let’s face it; every stop
in a GMC has to have some planning in advance such as a steep
grade, emergency stopping, towing etc., all lead to an increase in
pulse rate.

Enter the Reaction Arm Braking system by Chuck Aulgur and
Rick Flannigan. Chuck has been touting this enhancement for at
least 3 years that I know of, and working on its design for at least
5 years. Those of you who have attended GMCWS rallies in the
past few years have seen the demo and listened to the technical
seminars, but admittedly, few of us have really understood how it
works. I am not going to go into “drive you nuts” details here but
to sum it up, the device harnesses the same energy that lifts the
rear end of our coaches (making the rear brakes very ineffective)
and uses it to pull the rear end down forcing the rear brakes to do
what they were intended to do. Help stop the coach. It is as simple
as that. This year, at the GMCWS Spring rally in Auburn, Ca.
many of us finally had a chance to drive a coach with the system
installed. I was pretty much on the sidelines, content to gauge
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reactions of GMCers as the exited Rick’s coach after a test drive,
After watching the reactions and listening to the comments, I
had to see for myself. All T can say is that there is no other GMC
aftermarket product out there that delivers this much excitement.
At any speed and under any conditions, Rick’s coach stopped as
well as a new car or truck. In fact, it stopped better than my 2010
Colorado pickup and my 1994 Caprice. There is no doubt in my
mind that this is the number one, all time, GMC Motorhome
aftermarket product out there. Nothing I have ever seen or
purchased matches this enhancement and there is definitely one
of these systems in my future. Thank you Chuck Aulgur and Rick
Flannigan for mechanical genius that brings us this product and a
special thanks to Jim Kanomata for the financial investment that
is bringing this product to the marketplace.

For those of you who were not fortunate enough to make it to
the GMCWS Auburn rally, you missed a good one. Most of
the seminars were reruns with the exception of the alternative
energy presentation by Gary Worobec, and Gene Fisher’s
coverage of 12VDC problems every GMCer has ever encountered
from the battery to the frame. If you had any questions about
solar augmentation, they were answered by Gary in his very
comprehensive seminar. Gary covered every type of solar panel
available, how they work, which ones are best for us, how to control
them and a little about what the future holds for solar power for
our application You might get one more chance to attend this
powerful presentation if you attend the GMCWS Fall rally in
Las Vegas. (I'm working on Gary to do it again.) Not to make a
promise that this will happen again, but Gary passed out tickets
to all of the attendees and at the end of his seminar, the winning
ticket holder was awarded one solar panel and a controller. What
a pleasant way to end a tech session!

Nancy and I hope to see you all this Fall.
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Autumn at the Oasis
October 17-22,2010

2711 Windmill Lane, Las Vegas, Nevada

oin us at the Oasis! The Oasis RV Resort is a beautifully
landscaped park with full hookups, paved and level sites, and
clean bathrooms. Facilities include an adult pool, a family pool,
and a hot tub, all outdoors, an 18 hole all grass putting course, an
exercise room, horseshoe pits, bocce ball court, and the paved park
roads are good for walking or bike riding. We will have access to
the Ballroom and the Hollywood Room in the main building for
our technical and non-technical seminars. Five breakfasts and two
dinners will be served in the main building. Two more dinners
will be served in the picnic area of the park. Nevada rules prohibit
us from bringing any food or beverages into the main building,
Therefore our social times before dinner will be outside around
our coaches or in the picnic area. A shuttle to the Silverton Casino
(acrossI-15) leaves Oasis 4 times daily. Silverton has lots of gaming,
multiple restaurants, and the large Bass Pro Shop. Transportation
to the Strip or downtown would be by taxi, bus, towed vehicles,

Tentative Schedule:

or coaches (limited to oversized parking lots). There will be more
information in your park packet about all these options.

Anyone wishing to take in a Las Vegas show should know that
Tuesday, October 19th is an open day except for breakfast.
Monday and Wednesday evenings will be kept low key (games,
line dancing, singing) so folks can take in the sights of Vegas as
they wish.

The park is located at the south end of Las Vegas, just east of I-15
Exit 33 (Blue Diamond Hwy / Windmill Lane). Get off I-15, head
east and take the first right turn into the park (2711 Windmill
Lane). Early arrivals should make your own arrangements at

1-800-566-4707 or www.OasisLasVegasRV Resort.com.

Sunday, October 17th

1:00 - 5:00 Check In

5:00 — 6:00 Social Hour BYOB (Coach/Picnic Area)

6:00 - 7:00 Catered Dinner (Ballroom)

7:00 - 9:00 Games, Line Dancing, Singing (Ballroom)
Monday, October 18th

7:00 — 7:45 Fitness Time (Picnic Area)

8:00 — 9:00 Catered Breakfast (Ballroom)

9:30 — noon and

1:00 - 4:30 Technical Seminars in Ballroom
NonTechnical Seminars in Hollywood Room
5:00 — 6:00 Social Hour BYOB (Coach/Picnic Area)
6:00 - 7:00 Dinner (Picnic Area)
7:00 — 9:00 Games, Line Dancing, Singing (Ballroom)
Tuesday, October 19th

7:00 — 7:45 Fitness Time (Picnic Area)

8:00 - 9:00

The rest of the day is open to do your own thing!

Catered Breakfast (Ballroom)
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Wednesday, October 20th

7:00 — 7:45

8:00 — 9:00
9:30 — noon
1:00 - 2:00
2:00 — 4:00
4:00 - 5:00
5:00 — 6:00
6:00 — 7:00
7:00 — 9:00

Thursday, October 21st

7:00 — 7:45

8:00 — 9:00

9:30 — noon and

Fitness Time (Picnic Area)

Catered Breakfast (Ballroom)

Technical Seminars in Ballroom
NonTechnical Seminars in Hollywood Room
Swap Meet (Vendors' Area)

Open House (Coaches Area)

Executive Board Meeting (Hollywood Room)
Social Hour BYOB (Coach/Picnic Area)
Dinner (Picnic Area)

Games, Line Dancing, Singing (Ballroom)

Fitness Time (Picnic Area)

Catered Breakfast (Ballroom)

1:00 - 4:30 Technical Seminars in Ballroom
NonTechnical Seminars in Hollywood Room
5:00 - 6:00 Social Hour BYOB (Coach/Picnic Area)
6:00 - 7:00 Catered Dinner (Ballroom)
7:00 — 8:00 General Membership Meeting and Recognitions (Ballroom)
8:00 — 9:30 Games, Line Dancing, Singing (Ballroom)
Friday, October 22nd
8:00 - 9:00 Catered Breakfast (Ballroom)
Check out by 12 noon
Happy Trails to All!
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Western States Rally Schedule

OCTOBER 17-22,2010

OASIS, LAS VEGAS RV RESORT

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

HOSTS: MICHAEL AND JUDY CHERRY

APRIL 27 - MAY 1, 2011

SAN LORENZO RV RESORT

KING CITY, CALIFORNIA

HOSTS: PHIL AND JO ANNE HERNANDEZ,

FALL 2011
ST. GEORGE, UTAH
HOST: STEPHEN STOLLEY

SPRING 2012
CALIFORNIA COAST
HOSTS: DE GRAFFENREID AND TROVAO

Secretary’s Report

GMC Western States
Membership Meeting

May 20, 2010 7:00 pm

The minutes of the last meeting were
approved as published in a previous

newsletter. The treasurer’s

report
was approved. Upcoming rallies were
noted.

President Frank Condos informed the membership that our
bylaws are being updated. They will be printed in the next
newsletter, and voted on at the October rally in Las Vegas.

Frank asked for a volunteer to serve the club as equipment
manager: to set up and tear down our equipment before and after
rallies, to pack and ship equipment for the next rally, to store
equipment between rallies, to transport our expensive projectors,
all at club expense. Anyone interested in helping with this job
should contact Frank Condos.

Frank announced that Dick Olson, Bill Hubler, and George
Banovich have agreed to serve as the nominating committee for
the fall election of officers. A motion was passed to approve this
committee.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:12 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Judy Cherry, Secretary

GMC Western States Officers

Frank Condos, Chapter President
559-683-5185, fcondos@sti.net

Lillian Trubert, First Vice President
559-683-0995, ltrubert@aol.com

Steve Ferguson, Technical Vice President

520-803-0220, botiemad11@juno.com

Judy Cherry, Secretary
928-445-7875, judycherry44@gmail.com

Dave deGraffenreid, Treasurer
949-642-6827, davebamboo@aol.com

Kerry Tandy, FMCA National Director
Cell: 406-360-5187, bewartz@gmail.com

Gene Dotson, FMCA Alt. Nat. Director
828-465-0678, shawnee@charter.net

Freddi Condos, Newsletter Coordinator
559-683-5185, frettyc@sti.net

Lill Deal, Newsletter Publisher
858-270-3023, isoutput@pacbell.net

GMC Western States Newsletter
Designed and Printed by Ideal Services, San Diego, CA

If you would like to submit an article or item,
email Freddi: frettyc@sti.net

The GMC Western States Inc, chapter of the Family
Motor Coach Association, is comprised of GMC
Motorhome owners from all fifty states and the three
southwestern provinces of Canada. The Chapter purpose
is to promote the preservation of the GMC Motorhome
with a technical program of professional seminars
and published information and to further the mutual
association, membership, enjoyment and common interest
of GMC Motorhome owners, their families and friends.
Web site: www.gmcws.org, Billy and Debbie Massey

DISCLAIMER: NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE CONTRIBUTED BY
MEMBERS AND ARE PUBLISHED AS A SERVICE TO MEMBERS.
ACCURACY IS NOT GUARANTEED.
INDEPENDENT VERIFICATION IS URGED.




GMC Western States
Autumn at the Oasis
October 17-22, 2010
2711 Windmill Lane
Las Vegas, Nevada

Registration Form:
Print Names (as you wish them on nametags):

Address City State

Telephone

Handicapped Site Needed? Yes___ No____
Vegetarian Meals Needed? Yes___ No___ For how many people?
First GMC WS Rally? Yes___No___ Do you travel with pets? How many?

GMC Coach License State

Tow Vehicle License

Emergency Contact Phone

Coach with two people: $365.00
Coach with one person: $280.00
Each additional person: $94.00

Total Amount Enclosed: US Funds

Make check payable to Michael Cherry GMCWS and mail check and registration to:
Michael Cherry, 2212 W. Tonto Ridge Rd., Prescott, AZ 86305

Please provide registration and payment no later than September 20, 2010.

Cancellations after Sept. 20, 2010 may not receive a full refund. Please contact Oasis

directly for early or late days: 1-800-566-4707.
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